“ABUNDANT LIFE: What is it and how do we find it?”
A Men’s Wilderness Weekend Retreat!
 
Who is Invited:
This retreat is for men of all ages who are searching for the abundant life promised by Jesus in John 10:10b.  If the life you are currently living doesn’t meet your definition for abundant life, come to this retreat to discover the true meaning of the scripture and how to reclaim it for yourself.  

Where is the Retreat:
On the beautiful grounds of ‘Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center’, located in Cresco, PA in the heart of the Pocono Mountains.    

When is the Retreat:
· 7pm on Friday, November 5th – 2pm on Sunday November 7th
 
Cost of Retreat:
$105 per person.  This includes 2 nights lodging, 5 hot meals, snacks, beverages, and all activities/events. 

Scripture:
· John 10:10b I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 
· Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God, walking in the cool of the day.
· Matthew 6: 25, 33-34 Do not be anxious for your life, what you shall eat, or drink, (or wear).  For your heavenly Father knows that you have need of these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and HIS righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
Background:
· Jesus has promised us abundant life, but so many Christians remain confused about what this really means.  Bad things do happen to really good Christian people; i.e. jobs are lost, careers fail, mortgages are foreclosed, bankruptcies are filed, children get sick, marriages fail, parents die young, children are abused, etc. So where is the abundant life in that? 
· In Genesis 3:8, immediately after the betrayal and fall of man, Adam and Eve heard God’s voice while walking in the cool of the day in the Garden of Eden.  Could the secret to abundant life be hidden in the first two chapters of Genesis, before the betrayal and the fall of mankind?  The answer is yes. 
· As John Eldredge says in his book “Walking with God”, Before the fall, the first man and first woman had a life we have all been looking for ever since.  They walked with God and communicated with Him directly.  This is the abundant life we must recover.
· Before Adam and Eve ate from the tree of knowledge, they were living the abundant life promised by Jesus.  They were living in God’s larger story and felt the confidence of knowing that someone more powerful than they were in charge.  They understood perfectly their purpose and calling in life.  They had only one simple rule to follow, and had no concept of good and evil.  They felt no shame, anxiety or fear and were thus entirely authentic and transparent before God and each another.  There was no need for posing.  Finally, they were in direct fellowship with God.  He was their constant companion and they could recognize his voice.  Now that’s ABUNDANT LIFE!
 
 
Speakers:
Rob Loughery and a “Band of Brothers” from Doylestown, PA have been ‘’fellowshipping “, and doing life together ever since their first weekend retreat at Pocono Plateau seven years ago.  During that time they have conducted multiple men’s retreats using themes to take themselves and other men of faith to a deeper and more satisfying Christian experience.  Material for the retreat has been drawn from Walking with God by John Eldredge,  PAPA Prayer and Inside Out by Larry Crabb, Hearing God by Dallas Willard, Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby, and, of course, the Bible.

Rob Loughery is a native of Pennsylvania and grew up a “PK” (Pastor’s Kid) in the Methodist church (Eastern PA Conference).  He and his wife Kathy and 3 daughters reside on an old farm in Bedminster, PA.   

Rob is a principal and partner of Keystone Companies Group, a real estate redevelopment company that specializes in the acquisition and restoration of blighted and abandoned properties throughout the country.  He identifies his Christian calling as the ‘physical restoration’ of real estate and the ‘spiritual restoration’ of the hearts of men and the communities we live in. He is an active member of Doylestown United Methodist church.  

[image: image1] Rob has been the leader of the Doylestown “Band of Brothers” every Friday morning for the past 7 years and was also the inspiration for another “Band of Brothers” on Wednesday evenings.  His passion is the restoration of men’s hearts, building redemptive communities, and the advancing of God’s Kingdom here on earth.  His desire is that all Christian men realize the freedom and adventure to which God calls us all.
